
 
 
 
Westminster High School Music Department 

BOOSTER NEWSLETTER:  November-January  2009 

Brian Drake - Band & Jazz Band Director: bpdrake@carrollk12.org 

Mark Lortz - Band & Orchestra Director: melortz@carrollk12.org 

Julie Hollenberg - Choir Director: jgholle@carrollk12.org 

1225 Washington Road 

Westminster, Maryland 21157 

Phone: 410-751-3630 ext. 262 

Fax: 410-751-3640 
Web Site: http://www.owlband.org                                                               11.18.09 

Dear WHS Instrumental Music Member/Parent/Alumni: 
 

 Traditionally, the holidays are filled with music. Can you imagine the holiday festivities accompanied by 

silence? Let us take a moment to recognize and appreciate a communication that transcends all religious, 
racial, political and economic barriers: the artistic language of MUSIC. In addition, the Thanksgiving 

season serves as a strong reminder that we have much to be thankful for in our music program: 

 
* From a national perspective, we must be thankful that the arts are written into federal law as part of the 

core curriculum for every school in Goals 2000: Education America Act - 1994. 

* From a community vantage point, we must be thankful for local leaders who are solid supporters of 

music in our schools; they realize music education offers heightened performance in all aspects of life and 
they are outspoken advocates of music education. 

* Sincere thanks are extended to our administrators. We continue to enjoy an ongoing open dialogue 

focusing on the role of music as part of a complete curriculum offering. 
* From a personal standpoint, THANK YOU, PARENTS! Your keen interest, loyal support and active 

participation are the essential elements of our successful past, our exciting present and our promising 

future. 

* Collectively, we must extend thanks to the young men and women who spend countless hours in the 
learning, rehearsing, and performing of music. It is a privilege and an honor to work with the finest 

students at Westminster High School. These music makers of today are preparing to be the leaders of 

tomorrow. 
 

In the spirit of giving, please accept our sincerest gratitude for your support of music; not just for the 

music program at Westminster high school but music throughout our community, our state and our 
nation. Together we can make a difference and all the members of our musical family are the benefactors. 

Lastly, we would like to congratulate all students, parents and staff members who were part of another 

outstanding marching band season. Despite the multitude of adversities we faced, we all rose to the 

occasion and persevered. THANK YOU! 
 

 We extend our best wishes for a healthy and happy holiday season to you and yours. Let us begin the 

New Year with a renewed commitment to music in our schools. Through music our children are allowed 
to live a rich life filled with expression, appreciation and creative growth. MAKE A JOYFUL SOUND!  

Sincerely, 

Brian Drake & Mark Lortz 
Directors  
 
 
     If you need to contact the instrumental Music Department during the school year please 
call: 410-751-3630 ext. 262 and leave a message or e-mail us at: 

 
Mark Lortz - melortz@carrollk12.org or Brian Drake - bpdrake@carrollk12.org 

 



*The month of January will be a busy month for the WHS Instrumental Music 

department. We will begin our recruitment field trips to both Shiloh and West Middle 

schools featuring performances by our directors and students. 
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR THESE UPCOMING BOOSTER MEETINGS: 

Tuesday,  January 19th  @ 7:30pm in the band room 
Tuesday,  February 23rd   @ 7:30pm in the band room 

 

President’s Letter –November, 2009 
Dear WHS Band Boosters: 

 

It’s hard to believe that our Marching Band season has already come to an end. What an eventful 

season it was, ending with a tremendous performance in Towson. Winning a BOA and USSBA 

Regional, despite all of the obstacles the band faced, was truly inspiring! We were especially 

proud of our students, directors, and staff.  A special thanks to all the parents who helped 

throughout the season – we could not have succeeded without the many people that volunteered 

and supported the band. 

 

As we move into concert and indoor guard season, we look forward to even more spectacular 

performances by our Concert Band, Symphonic Band, Jazz Band, Wind Ensemble, Orchestra, 

and Indoor Color Guard.  I’d like to thank the parents who have volunteered to act as Band 

Ensemble parents for each group, and encourage all of our band parents to be active in the Band 

Boosters.  Our meetings will be held on Tuesday evenings, once a month in the Band Room.  

The dates are listed on the calendar which is listed on our website: www.owlband.org, along with 

our fundraising events. Please check the website frequently for important information, or contact 

your “Band Parent” if you have any questions. 

 

I’m looking forward to our upcoming concerts and holiday season! 

 

Bonnie Bock,  President  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
  



WHS OWL Marching Band 2009 

Competition Season !  

 
The high drama of this year’s competition season can hardly be overstated. The very 

forces of nature seemed to be conspiring against us to keep us from marching and honing the 

technical elements of our moving presentation. We were rained out at the first home show, where 

we performed standing still. We likewise missed the chance to practice marching at the next 

several football games for various reasons, mostly weather related. The competition at Century 

H.S. was rainy as well, and we performed in their gym, without the color guard, standing still. 

We marched at our second home show, but that was only the second chance we had to do so!  

Then came the plague. Would we even have enough healthy band members to compete at 

Towson, our first major competition? Throughout the week, much of the band stayed home sick 

from school. We were not quite sure until the Friday night before the competition whether we 

would be able to adequately represent our school or do justice to the show itself with such a the 

handicap of so little practice as a group. Nevertheless, we rallied, came out in sufficient numbers, 

then won first place!! Sitting in the stands as we took best music and best overall effects was 

nothing compared to the countdown where we parents watched our students glean first overall. It 

was electrifying. The medal bedazzled students enjoyed their encore as we watched, exhausted, 

elated, and amused by their antics. But the drama continued. The next competition was the most 

important of the season: West Chester, a BOA Regional. So, of course, there had to be a typhoon 

in the offing. BOA staff were sufficiently concerned about the impending storm to push back 

performance times and cancel breaks so that we might manage to complete at least the morning 

performances before the deluge began. It was a stressful morning as we all scurried to arrive on 

time. Many of us parents arrived in sufficient time only to park illegally and peer through the 

barbed wire fence on the field’s west side at a performance made difficult by wind as well as 

morale; it wasn’t our finest hour. We made the cut of bands chosen to perform in the evening, 

taking fourth place.  Then boom, crash, the lightening flashed, and, once again, our competition 

was suddenly, soddenly over.  We had a bitter taste in our mouths and yearned for just one last 

performance where we might truly show our mettle. We got that chance, because our band 

directors had the foresight to enter us in another USSBA competition on the off (on) chance 

West Chester liquefied. Indeed, we made a speedy retreat from the mall in the downpour and 

headed to Towson, where once again, Speedway triumphed, with a highly impressive score of 

96.025. Yep, it was quite a season; kudos to all for weathering the storms and bringing to fruition 

all the dreams and hopes we have shared! 

 

 



Marching Band Scores 2009 
 

USSBA Mid-Atlantic Preview Show/Clinic @ WHS  

September 12, 2009 

 
Results: 

Group 4 Open 

1
st
-Westminster H.S. 70.55 

2
nd

 place overall 

 

USSBA Century @ CHS (Sykesville, MD) 

September 26, 2009 

 
Results: 

Group 4 Open 

1
st
-Westminster H.S. 75.5 

1
st
 place overall 

 

USSBA Super Saturday @ WHS 

October 3, 2009 

 
Results: 

Group 4 Open 

1
st
-Westminster H.S. 86.575 

1
st
 place overall 

 

Bands of America Regional @ Towson University (Towson, MD) 

October 10, 2009 

 

Prelims: 

Class AAA 

Outstanding Visual Performance - Westminster H.S. 

Outstanding General Effect - Westminster H.S.  

1st - Westminster H.S 

 

Finals: 

1
st
 place, scoring 75.20 - Westminster H.S., MD 

Outstanding Music Performance - Westminster H.S., MD 

Outstanding General Effect - Westminster H.S., MD 

 

 

 

Band of America Regional @ West Chester University (West Chester, PA) 

October 24, 2009 

 
Finals were cancelled due to extreme rain. Prelims scores were used to determine Finals 

placement. 

 

4
th- 

Westminster H.S., MD 82.35 

 

 

 

 



USSBA Mid-Atlantic Regional @ Towson University (Towson, MD) 

October 24, 2009 

 
Results: 

Group 4 Open 

1
st
-Westminster H.S. 96.025 

1
st
 place overall 

. 

    

FEEL THE PRIDE!FEEL THE PRIDE!FEEL THE PRIDE!FEEL THE PRIDE!    FUNDFUNDFUNDFUND    THE THE THE THE 

BAND!BAND!BAND!BAND!    
    
Fundraising organized by the Boosters benefits the 

entire WHS Instrumental Music Program. Please 

participate in as many of our efforts to fund the 

band as you possibly can; it’s easier than you 

think!- Shop Amazon.com through the 

www.owlband.org website   

      Purchases of products at Amazon made 

through www.owlband.org   

      directly benefit WHS Instrumental Music!  

 

SIGN UP FOR GOODSEARCH ! 

 

GoodShop.com is a new online shopping mall which donates up to 37 percent of each purchase 

to your favorite cause! Hundreds of great stores including Amazon, Target, Gap, Best Buy, ebay, 

Macy's and Barnes & Noble have teamed up with GoodShop and every time you place an order, 

you’ll be supporting your favorite cause.  

Just go to www.goodsearch.com and be sure to enter "Westminster High School Instrumental 

Music Boosters "as the charity you want to support. And, be sure to spread the word to your 

friends, family and co-workers! 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     



 

 

 

Volunteer Corner 
 

Our many volunteer efforts this year have proved what an amazing group of 

parents WHS has; we are a terrific community of caring, hard working people 

who love our children and support music education. Thanks to all the many 

volunteers who set up and broke down our fundraisers, who organized and 

manned our fund raisers, who helped our kids on and off the field with their 

equipment and uniforms, up and down the highway driving hither and yon 

over and over! The tireless efforts of so many resulted in a unified, well 

coordinated band outcome and a sense of accomplishment for all. Our fund 

raising endeavors proved quite fruitful indeed, and we heartily thank all the 

many parents who agreed to work USSBA shows selling concessions, parents 

who helped at the Wine Festival, and so forth. USSBA and the winery have 

raved about the wonderful assistance we were able to provide and we raised a 

tidy sum through these win-win endeavors.  

 

 

 

***** CCPS Board of Education Volunteer Training sessions are scheduled 

regularly. Find out when the next training takes place by checking the CCPS 

website at:  http://www.carrollk12.org/ 
 

                          

Training only takes about 20 minutes. You need to attend one of the scheduled 

sessions in order to be a chaperone for any band excursion. Level I training is 

required for every adult who volunteers or chaperones. Level II training enables 

volunteers to attend overnight trips. If you are unable to attend this or any of the 

scheduled training sessions, look on the CCPS website for alternate training 

sessions. If you have any questions, please contact:  

 

 

Volunteer Coordinator: Sheri Provenza sherpro2@yahoo.com 

 

 

 
 

To view the WHS Instrumental Music Calendar for  
September 2009 - June 2010, please follow this link: 
http://www.owlband.org/PDF%27s/2008-
2009_Calendar_(3)%5B1%5D.pdf 
 



 
 

 

 

Join us for our: 

 

BAND BOOSTERS’ 
                                    HOLIDAY PARTY!!!! 

WHERE: WESTMINSTER FIRE DEPT. 

                 JOHN ST. QUARTERS 

 

WHEN: 12/19/09    6:30P-10:30P 

 

WHAT: SIGN UP TO BRING A DISH 

              BRING YOUR FAVORITE 

              BEVERAGE 

 

RSVP: MIKE OR LIBBY ROBINETTE 

410-751-5766 410-456-8083 
bugjuicern@yahoo.com. 

             ADULTS ONLY, PLEASE! 

RSVP BY 12/14!    FREE for all Music Boosters & Staff! 
(Donations otherwise graciously accepted)  

Join us for a fun evening to celebrate the holidays!         

 



****************************** 
 

 

 

Please help support 
WESTMINSTER HIGH SCHOOL’S 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM 

Join us for our fundraising event at: 

 

Legends Cafe 

532 Baltimore Blvd. 
410-871-9599 

dinelegendscafe.com 

Wednesday, January 13, 2010 

4:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
*EAT-IN OR CARRY-OUT* 

Bring this flyer for credit to be given. Print additional flyers from our web site at: 
http://www.owlband.org/ 

A percentage of the amount of your food bill will be donated to the 

WHS Instrumental Music Program 

 



 
 

 

Thanks For Your Support!!! 
 

 

Please help support 
WESTMINSTER HIGH SCHOOL’S 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM 

Join us for our fundraising event at: 

 

Texas Roadhouse 
21 S. Cranberry Road 

Westminster 

Tuesday, March 2nd, 2010 

4:00 PM until 10:00 PM 

*EAT-IN OR CARRY-OUT* 
Call 410-871-1220 to carry-out or for call ahead seating. 

Bring this flyer for credit to be given. Print additional flyers from our web site at: 
http://www.owlband.org/ 



A percentage of the amount of your bill will be donated to the 

WHS Instrumental Music Program 

 

Thanks For Your Support!!! 
 

 

Please help support 
WESTMINSTER HIGH SCHOOL’S 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM 

Join us for our fundraising event at: 

 

Legends Cafe 

532 Baltimore Blvd. 
410-871-9599 

dinelegendscafe.com 

Thursday, March 25, 2010 

4:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
*EAT-IN OR CARRY-OUT* 

Bring this flyer for credit to be given. Print additional flyers from our web site at: 

http://www.owlband.org/ 



A percentage of the amount of your food bill will be donated to the 

WHS Instrumental Music Program 

 

Thanks For Your Support!!! 
Westminster High School Instrumental Music 

Boosters would like to sincerely thank 

 

 
 

for their corporate sponsorship 

 of our program. 

   

****************************** 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 



 

 

 
 


